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Welcome to St Peter's UCC Livestream Virtual Worship 

Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a new 

service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share 

a podcast weekly on our website of the scripture readings and 

sermon. The podcast can also be found on most podcast 

catchers & platforms, under “The Redheaded Preacher.” Give 

us a like and 5-star rating to help others find us! 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday 

of the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God 

to partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of 

denominational background. To participate from home, please 

have a small cup of juice, wine, or other beverage you are 

comfortable with, and a piece of bread with you. When Rev. 

Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" (and "drink"), then we 

will all do so - physically separated, but together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming 

congregation. We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for 

over 152 years. We are a part of the United Church of Christ, 

which means we are passionate about our faith and open in 

our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, 

regardless of gender identity, orientation, race, status, or 

physical or mental ability, and we welcome all people to 

share worship, membership, marriage, baptism, funeral, and 

fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If 

you are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and 

last initial in the comments section under the video, and where 

you are watching us from! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/user/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org/podcast
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Donations. We have several options for giving, and your 

donation helps support our church and its various ministries. 

Now more than ever, every contribution (large or small) is 

important to keep us going:  

 Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 

844-997-2346.  

 PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the 

"Paying for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees 

to St Peters.  

 Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from 

iTunes or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 

and select St. Peter's from the drop down. Set up an 

account with a password (or process as a guest), select 

your donation frequency, amount, and add payment info. 

There is also an option here to offset the processing fee.  

 Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing 

regularly throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from 

home during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a 

voicemail, we are picking up messages regularly while we are 

not in the building. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

for daily updates and messages, and check our website for 

additional details, weekly announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com  

https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://paypal.me/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://play.google.com/store?hl=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie/
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 10:00 AM 

Transfiguration Sunday 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

 

Today's music has inspiration from the hymn, "Come to the 

Mountain Peak," words by F. Richard Garland.  

 

PRELUDE        Theme 1 on "Come to the Mountain Peak"  

     to the tune Diademata 

"Come to the mountain peak. God patiently awaits all 

those who come to pray and seek what holy rest creates. 

God moves within a cloud, transfigures with Love's grace 

till knees and hearts are humbly bowed and welcomed 

God's embrace." 

 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Pastor:   The glory of God transfigures the 

everyday.  

Congregation:   The light of God transfigures 

familiar faces! 

about:blank
https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org
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P:   At the heights of our worship, may God’s 

presence shine through the commonplace. 

C:   At the depths of our pain and 

struggle, may God’s presence give us 

courage and peace. 

ALL:   May God’s light, shining in the face of 

Christ, illumine all our days!   
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OPENING RESPONSE:   

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  SSB #35 (v.4) 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION (from Romans 5) 

P:   “The proof of God’s amazing love is this: that while 

we were still sinners Christ died for us.” 

C:   Since we believe this, let us draw near to the 

throne of grace, that God may hear our 

confessions and forgive us. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of mercy and hope, we confess that we come 

with mixed thoughts and uncertain dreams.  We 

could not meet our daily needs without the labor of 

others; yet we take them for granted.  We are 

offended by slight offenses against us, and hardly 

consider our neglect of Your Word, our patience 

with evil, and our slowness to act for others.  We 

could not sense the beauty or meaning of life 

without Your Spirit, yet we have not noticed signs 

of the eternal in the ordinary moments of our lives.  

We have not allowed our habits and perceptions to 

be transfigured by the glory of Your grace and 

presence.  Grant us a taste of Your love so we may 

acquire an appetite for justice and a capacity for 

fulfillment.  Forgive our falling short, and sharpen 

our hunger and thirst for You, O Christ!  For it is in 

Your name we pray.  Amen. 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 

2:8). 

Mercy comes from God for us to share with others.  It is 

not something of our making or deserving.  God forgives 

us not because of who we are, but because of who God is, 

especially as we know God through Jesus Christ crucified 

and risen.  In laying hold of the gospel, let the 

congregation at home say with me . . .   

 

All:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia, amen. 
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*RESPONSE:  “He’s My Source”  SSB #17 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Barb Todd 

Epistle:  2nd Corinthians 4: 3-6 

Gospel:  Mark 9: 2-9 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION    

Theme 2 on "Come to the Mountain Peak"  

    to the tune Diademata 

"But some react in fear, not knowing what to do. In disbelief 

of all they hear, they wonder what is true. Can Moses teach 

today? Can ancient truth still live? Can prophet's warnings 

still convey the Words that God will give?" 

 

A CALL TO OFFERING 

 

PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil;  

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen 

 

SERMON:   “The Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ” 
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HYMN:   “One Day Jesus Climbed a Mountain” 

(We sing this to the tune of "Infant Holy, Infant Lowly") 

One day Jesus climbed a mountain to a place of 

prayer and rest. 

Peter, James and John went with him to that 

lonely wilderness. 

In a moment so amazing, Jesus shone with 

brightness blazing, wrapped in glory, heaven-

blessed. 

 

Words could not contain the wonder of that most 

amazing sight. 

Jesus' face was bright with splendor and his 

clothes were dazzling white. 

There appeared two others with him; Moses and 

Elijah met him on that lonely mountain height. 

 

Jesus talked there with the prophet and the 

bearer of the Law. 

When his three disciples saw it, they were filled 

with joy and awe. 

Peter told him, "Let us stay here. We can worship 

God and pray here." 

Then a cloud came over all. 

 

From that cloud a voice was saying, "This is my 

beloved son." 

And the voice said, "Listen to him!" — to God's 

faithful chosen one. 
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While their plans were filled with glory, Christ was 

living out the story of his prayer, "Thy will be 

done." 

 

Jesus took them down the mountain to a world of 

pain and loss. 

For he knew what lay before him; he must journey 

to the cross. 

In his serving, in his healing, God was there, by 

grace revealing wondrous love comes at a cost. 

Text: Copyright © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  

Used by personal permission. 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  

C:  Amen!  

 

*POSTLUDE:  Theme 3 on "Come to the Mountain Peak" 

    to the tune Diademata 

"Behold redemptions face, beloved of the Lord! Receive the 

mantel of his grace, that he may be adored. And, do not tarry 

long. This vision still endures! The world awaits salvation's 

song which, in Christ, confers." 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Welcome to worship, dear family of Christ. 

Please share Christ’s peace with someone near you. 

Ash Wednesday!  While we will be livestreaming our Ash 

Wednesday service, there will be a brief in-person Ash 

Wednesday service in our sanctuary on Wednesday, February 

17th.  It will be limited to the first 25 persons who have 

emailed or called the church to reserve a spot and is not 

restricted to members.  Those attending must wear masks at 

all times, sanitize their hands upon entering the building 

through the eastern (parking lot) entrance only, and sit in 

designated pews only, in household groups.  Otherwise, 

social distancing will be observed within the building.  The 

service is at 7:00 PM and will be live-streamed.  The 

sanctuary and bathroom will be sanitized ahead of time. Pre-

filled Communion cups will be on tables for the taking when 

you come into the sanctuary, along with an order of service.  

Please do not attend if you are not feeling well or if you were 

with a lot of people for a Super Bowl party.  Please note, this 

is ONLY for Ash Wednesday evening; the Council has not 

voted to re-open for in-person worship or Sunday School as 

of now.    

 

The Lenten Bible Study will possibly begin on Wednesday, 

February 24th at 6:30 PM via Zoom; but for the first week 

due to a scheduled surgery of a class member, we may move 

off of Wednesday the 24th for the first session.  What is it?  

An adult study written by Professor Amy-Jill Levine called 

“The Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner’s Guide to the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Pastor or Laura need to know who 
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wants to be included so we can get a book to you, and if you 

can chip in $10 for the book (paperback) we will appreciate 

it!  This is a 6-week session so we as usual will be off during 

Holy Week but finish the week of April 11th.  Claim your book 

and spot now!   

 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to 

everyone who’s been keeping us going with your donations! 

See inside front cover for details on how to donate. 

 

Looking for help loading bags!  February 19th at noon 

Annie and Andre will need some help loading the soft goods 

bag on to the truck.  If you can come by and help please let 

us know!  All bags have sat over 2 weeks and will be safe for 

handling.  Message the office and/or Annie to let us know 

you can help! 

 

February 21st from 11 AM to 11 PM is our next Village 

Inn Food Fundraiser!  Please order from them if you are able! 

 

We are taking orders for Easter Flowers!  See form 

below these announcements and return to us by March 21st! 

 

Lenten Devotionals went out this week.  Those who 

requested them will get them either via snail mail or in their 

emails by Ash Wednesday fingers crossed!  There may be 

extra copies outside the office door if you missed asking for 

them. 
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NEW St. Peter's Zoom Account!  We now have an official 

Church Zoom account.  There are many more benefits we are 

able to use because of this.  If you are having a Zoom 

meeting, contact Laura in the office and she'll share the 

username and password so you might host an online meeting 

using the church account.  

 

Come to the Mountain Peak Words copyright ©2009 F. 

Richard Garland. Published by The General Board of 

Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, 

Nashville, TB 37204. Used by permission. 

This hymn may be reproduced and used in congregational 

worship with the inclusion of the complete copyright citation. 

 

Our Prayer of Confession is reprinted by permission of the 

publisher from Touch Holiness (Resources for Worship, 

Updated) ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi.  

Copyright ©1990 by The Pilgrim Press; copyright ©2012 

Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. 

 

According to the schedule, due to a switch next week’s Lector 

is Andre Gloeckner. 

 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Mandy Steegmueller  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION  

 February 14
th

, 2021 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3 - 6  

Paul writes, “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing.   

4
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.   

5
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.   

6
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Mark 9:2 - 9  

9:2
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 

led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 

transfigured before them,   
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3
and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one  on earth 

could bleach them.   

4
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking 

with Jesus.   

5
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us 

make three dwellings,  one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.”   

6
He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.   

7
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a 

voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved;  listen to him!”   

8
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them 

any more, but only Jesus.  

9
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 

no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 

risen from the dead.  

 




