
 

 

From the Minister’s Desk 
By Reverend Richard Lanford 
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The  

Announcer 

MAY 2021 

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Ave.; Skokie, IL 60077 

Upcoming 

Events 

IN-PERSON Worship 

(limited) begins May 

2nd at 10 AM. You must 

RSVP for each Sunday 

 

Livestream Worship 

Services –   Sundays 

10:00 AM on Youtube  
 

Village Inn Food 

Fundraiser – May 23rd 

Sunday, from 1 PM to 

11 PM  

 

A JUST HARVEST 

DONATIONS needed 

for service on May 

29th. 

 

 

Friends we are entering May, our church’s anniversary month, and we plan to celebrate it by re-

gathering for worship that Sunday with the service at 10 AM!  Right now the plan is to continue re-

gathering after that Sunday, within CDC guidelines and by folks ‘making reservations’ ahead of time, 

etcetera.  We’ll also pay attention to developments around us. Will St. Peter’s be the same church we 

were before closing the doors for COVID in March, 2020?  That depends on what one means by 

‘being the same church.’  How many newly-interested disciples of Jesus Christ have found our 

congregation on-line and have stayed with us via on-line for worship and support?  How many folks 

moved away, or got upset by something and turned away, fell out of the Sunday morning habit 

altogether, or how many folks have re-upped their dedication in ways beyond what could-have-been 

attending in person?  Those are ways of trying to describe the question.  We have certainly changed 

worship due to COVID by recording Saturdays and publishing for Sunday mornings on YouTube 

through the rest of 2020; and now have moved to live-stream Sundays via YouTube on our church 

channel.  We never did that before, and never before have we used pre-filled Communion cups with 

wafers in the top of the packaging (offered curbside last Christmas Eve).  Sunday School, Church 

Council, other meetings including the Lenten Bible Study and my weekly meeting with Office Manager 

Laura Olson have all been over the Internet.  This was very, very new to most if not all of us, and 

making those adjustments was challenging and sometimes wearying over time.  Our very significant 

summer 2020 study offered by our Micah 6:8 Committee, “White Privilege: Let’s Talk” happened over 

Zoom and was lay-led.  Yet we, you, continued our generosity to our mission relationship with A Just 

Harvest so we could provide the money needed for what would have been the sloppy Joes you made 

(along with the other parts of our 5th Saturday meal which had to be bought).  We were still able to 

hold a Rummage Sale for the community, and be the mediator and pick-up spot for many, many 

holiday dinners acquired through donations to a Skokie Jewel.  We still received hand-made-by-the-

Burmeisters (and a few others store bought) winter hats and other wintry things that were collected 

and delivered to the Night Ministry this winter.  I am most likely forgetting some things, but thank 

God and through God, we maintained our mission-centered focus as a church.  This is a huge part of 

who this church is, from earlier in our history to right now.  Let us continue to be focused on 

outreach and showing God’s love for others by sharing our love and gifts to our community and our 

partners.  It is who we have been, who we are, and I pray it is who continue to be . . . a servant 

people reflecting and revealing our servant Savior Jesus Christ, in whose Name we gather, worship, 

teach, reach out and welcome in.  This month we can truly ‘welcome in’ our members, friends, and 

others besides them who call or register ahead, wear a mask here, etcetera as we celebrate what we 

have gone through together / separately and humbly make our way following God into the future.   

Keep, grow, and share the faith, Pastor Richard Lanford 
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Upcoming Events 

St Peter’s UCC Regather for Worship Beginning May 2! We are super excited to welcome 

back those who wish to join us in the sanctuary for worship beginning Sunday, May 2! As 

we did during our Holy Week Services, we will continue following safety protocols – 

masks and social distancing is required, and we will sanitize surfaces and open windows. 

We ask that people planning to attend RSVP here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4aa8aa29abfa7-inperson.  For those not 

computer literate, call us and we’ll enter your information.  This form covers May – Sept, 

so sign up for all Sundays, or monthly, or one at a time, whatever you prefer. We can 

cancel or change your entry later if need be.  And we also ask that any fellowship and 

conversation that you wish to engage in after the service is done outside – no loitering in 

the sanctuary! 😊 We will of course continue to livestream the service on YouTube for 

those who are more comfortable worshiping at home. We do encourage those who are 

ready and able to join us on Sunday mornings … collective worship is so much a part of 

who we are as a congregation in Christ, and it has been sorely missed. For now, our 

Office will remain closed, and meetings and/or gatherings will be held via Zoom or 

teleconference. We hope to resume normal activities by this fall, depending on 

vaccination rates, immunity, and any other COVID related factors that develop over 

the summer. 

New Life Church Worship. New Life Church has also decided to resume their worship on 

Sunday mornings beginning May 2nd. Their worship begins at 11:55 am, and they will 

also not hold any other type of gathering for the time being – no shared meal after 

worship, and their prayer services on Fridays and Saturdays will continue to be held on 

Zoom. 

Pastor and Laura returning to the office!  As both Pastor and Laura are in the process of 

getting their vaccine, once fully vaccinated they will be returning to the office!  Pastor 

will return May 12th and can be seen by appointment only.  Call or email him to 

schedule an appointment. Laura will reopen the office under normal hours (9AM to 2 

PM) on June 1st, when she has been fully vaccinated.  All COVID protocols will still be in 

place; masks MUST be worn when visiting; please remain outside our offices and 

practice a 6’ distance between yourself and others when inside at all times.   

Village Inn Food Fundraiser May 23rd, from 1 PM to 11 PM.  After letting your server know 

you are there for St. Peter’s UCC, we get 20% of whatever you spend.  Whether it’s 

pickup, carryout or delivery, St. Peter’s gets the funds, Village Inn gets the business and 

you get a break from cooking! Mark your calendars! 
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 The Announcer 

“To catch the reader’s attention, 
place an interesting sentence or 
quote from the story here.” 

Church News 

Loving our neighbors is something we do each time we partner with A Just Harvest Community 

Kitchen.  The generosity of members and friends of St. Peter’s helps A Just Harvest Community 

Kitchen provide delicious, hot meals—a service to the community that has continued in spite of 

the pandemic. According to our contacts at the Kitchen, dine-in service won’t return until 

November but a delicious, to-go community meal is served daily. Our turn to partner with 

Kitchen is Saturday, May 29th. We are accepting financial contributions for the meal served that 

day. While we can’t offer our typical meal of sloppy joes and side dishes and we don’t need to 

recruit dining room helpers, we still need your support for this hands-on ministry. Please give 

generously so that the Kitchen can purchase and prepare food for our hungry neighbors. We 

need at least $500 to support our community meal. Please follow this link to let us know you can 

donate: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h-

w4KMmxVAshWG8pjDmY4AFwGRvlgBDeQBoW5TbLaLY/edit?usp=sharing. 

The collective generosity of St. Peter’s keeps this mission partnership with A Just Harvest 

Community Kitchen strong! 

 

BAPTISM - On Sunday, April 25th, after 11:30 AM in our sanctuary, Evelyn Georgia Loach was 

baptized into the Christian faith!  She is the daughter of Jeff and Jennifer (nee Wirth) Loach, 

born May 14, 2020.  Pastor Lanford officiated, while Ryan Loach and Melanie Serrano are the 

baptismal sponsors.  Welcome Evelyn! 

 

HOSPITALIZED:  Carol Burmeister has been hospitalized after having a stroke. It has hampered 

her strength and mobility on her right side.  Ralph has told the Pastor that there is a long road 

ahead for her, but she has already shown signs of progress.  As of this writing she is at Advocate 

Lutheran General Hospital, 1775 W. Dempster, Park Ridge, IL 60068 but we do not have a room 

number. Harry (Harrison) Kuras, the 3-month-old son of Angela (Washek) and Harrison Kuras, was 

hospitalized early Saturday, April 17th at Advocate Christ Medical Center, Oak Lawn after 

showing signs of illness.  He has since gone to Evanston Hospital where tests continue.Barb and 

Sue Bailey’s aunt Eleanor has now been placed in hospice care at her Schaumburg address: 

Lexington Health, 675 S. Roselle Rd., Room 134, Schaumburg, IL 60193.  Please remember Carol, 

Harry, Eleanor Bailey and the families in your prayers. 

 

LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR MAY / EARLY JUNE 

May 2nd  Molly Uchtman (or Annie Noorts) 

May 9th  Olivia Altmayer 

May 16th  Peter Svenson 

May 23rd  Jenn Schneider (needs to switch!) 

May 30th  Judy Paige 

June 6th  Barb Todd 

June 13th  David Iannotti  

 

FARMERS’ MARKET LOCATION IN 2021- Following a correspondence with the Village of Skokie we 

have been informed that unless something unexpected occurs to change plans, the Village is 

planning to hold the Farmers’ Market back to its pre-2020 location.  That frees up the Village 

parking lot that is immediately adjacent to our church land, on the east side.  Thank you, Village 

leaders! 
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PAGE 5 BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & PRAYER REQUESTS

   MAY BIRTHDAYS 
5/1  - David Rees, Dayle Zelenka 
5/2  - Dale Todd, Diana Pappadakis-Haun 
5/4  - Bill Karol 
5/5  - Ken Paige; Molly Uchtman 
5/6  - Laura Medaglia; St. Peter's UCC 
5/12 - Maya Lundeen 
5/13 - Gianna Iannotti 
5/14 - Jake Ryan 
5/17 - Jessica Schneider 
5/18 - Annie Noorts 
5/22 - Gail Hoellerich; Pastor Lanford 

5/24 - Diane Meggs 
5/25 - Angelo Iannotti 
5/28 - Louise Hrynkow 
5/29 - Heather (Schuhrke) O'Hara;  
             Melissa Erickson 
5/31 - Jack Hoellerich 
 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
5/11 - Mandy and Mike McDonald 
5/16 - Christine and Maykel Salvatierra 
5/23 - Ann and Mark Aler 

 3/13 – Roy Svenson 
3/16 – William Hoellerich   
3/17 – Maria Altmayer  
3/23 – Haley Kahn 
3/24 - Jason Iannotti; John Balling 
3/28 – Sue Bailey 
 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
3/16 – Alice and Bill Schaller 

 JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
6/1  - Barbara Bailey, Liliana Greiner 
6/3  - Barbara Todd, Ben Rees 
6/4  - Chris Taylor 
6/7  - Katy Schuhrke Aguayo 
6/8  - Baggio Salvatierra, Colin Medaglia 
6/9  - Rose Taheny 
6/11 - Ginger Kalensky 
6/13 - Aiden James Caras 
6/15 - Zachary Muhrer 
6/16 - Barbara Gack 
6/19 - Clementine (Muhrer) Hoeing 
6/20 - Laurie Mitchell 
6/26 - Alexander Martinek 

6/29 - Gena Zelenka 
6/30 - Kristine Hoellerich 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
6/1  - Lana and Don Kahn 
6/3  - Carol and Ralph Burmeister 
6/6  - Gena and Dayle Zelenka 
6/11 - Cristy and Louie Lopez 
6/14 - Karem and David Iannotti 
6/17 - Valerie (Paige) and Christopher  
            Mahoney 
6/27 - Aaliyah and Eric Svenson & 
            Adrianna and Ken Paige 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Ingrid Anderson, Guy and Traudel Cline, Pat Mauer Erdman, 

Linda Haig, Ken Itter, Helen Mauer, Jim Todd, Roy Svenson & Cristy Lopez. 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRONTLINE WORKERS INCLUDING:  Jennifer Castillo, 

Maribel Powers, Angela Washek Kuras and now also Barb and Jim Todd’s 

granddaughter Kathryn Camardo, all of whom are serving in hospitals as nurses 

or anesthesiologists, including work with COVID patients, and their families. Cristy 

Lopez, Merle Tilos and Charlie Rasmason are also health care workers. 

If you see your name listed and would like it removed, or, someone you know 

should be added, please contact the office. 
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