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Welcome to St Peter's UCC Virtual Worship Service! 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a new service at 

10am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly of the 

scripture readings and sermon. 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday 

of the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God 

to partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of 

denominational background. To participate from home, please 

have a small cup of juice, wine, or other beverage you are 

comfortable with, and a piece of bread with you. When Rev. 

Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" (and "drink"), then we 

will all do so - physically separated, but together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming 

congregation. We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for 

over 152 years. We are a part of the United Church of Christ, 

which means we are passionate about our faith and open in 

our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, 

regardless of gender identity, orientation, race, status, or 

physical or mental ability, and we welcome all people to 

share worship, membership, marriage, baptism, funeral, and 

fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If 

you are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and 

last initial in the comments section under the video, and where 

you are watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have several options for giving, and your 

donation helps support our church and its various ministries. 

Now more than ever, every contribution (large or small) is 

important to keep us going:  

https://www.youtube.com/user/stpeteruccskokie
https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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 Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 

844-997-2346.  

 PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the 

"Paying for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees 

to St Peters.  

 Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from 

iTunes or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 

and select St. Peter's from the drop down. Set up an 

account with a password (or process as a guest), select 

your donation frequency, amount, and add payment info. 

There is also an option here to offset the processing fee.  

 Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing 

regularly throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from 

home during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a 

voicemail, we are picking up messages regularly while we are 

not in the building. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

for daily updates and messages, and check our website for 

additional details, weekly announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com 

  

https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://paypal.me/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://play.google.com/store?hl=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie/
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 10:15 AM 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost  

 All Saints Day 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

  

 

PRELUDE: “Holy, Holy, Holy”  arr. by Mark Hayes     

 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Rev. 3: 20)  

Pastor:   “Behold I stand at the door and knock,” 

says the Lord; “if you hear my voice and 

open the door, I will come in to you and 

eat with you, and you with me.”  Let us 

hear Christ knocking, let us open the door 

of faith, welcome him in and sup with him; 

let us worship God! 

 

  

https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org
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*OPENING RESPONSE: “Holy, Holy, Holy!”        #1 (v. 1) 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION 

P:  Let there be no pretense among us as we address 

our thoughts to God.  You and I may fool ourselves 

or one another, but God knows us as we really are.  

All that we try to hide from ourselves or others 

comes to light before the One who searches our 

hearts.  Wanting to unburden ourselves let us 

confess our sins responsively in our prayer of 

confession.  Let us pray: 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

P:  Gracious God, help us to be honest with 

ourselves, with one another, and with 

You.  We have searched for life amid 

temporary attractions.  We have sought 

excitement in places that turned out to 

be desert wastelands. 

Congregation:   We have burdened others with our 

mistakes.  To quote a Psalm, we 

have placed our trust in ‘princes’ 

rather than in You.   

P:   We have entertained judgmentalism in 

our spirits and words, and made 

comparisons to look better than those 

around us. 
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C:   We have devoted too little time to 

thanking and praising You, the 

Source of all things.  Open us now, 

O God, to the Word we need to 

hear from You.  In the name of 

Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

“The saying is sure:  

If we have died with him, we will live with him; 

If we endure, we will also reign with him; 

If we deny him, he also will deny us; 

If we are faithless, he remains faithful  --  

For he cannot deny himself” (2nd Timothy 2:11-13). 

 

In Jesus Christ crucified and risen, God’s love forgives our 

sins and washes away unrighteousness.  The Spirit comes 

to transform and enable us to seek our joy and our desires 

in the will of God our Savior.  In response, may those 

tuned in right now join me in saying . . . 

 

All: Thanks be to God!  Amen! 

 

WORDS ABOUT OFFERING 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Molly Uchtman 

Old Testament:   Joshua 3: 7-17 

Gospel:  Matthew 23: 1-12 
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MUSICAL MEDITATION:   “This is Our Creator’s World”  

   arr. by Ken Medema 

 

HOMILY: “Crossing Jordan 2020” 

 

PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS 

 

*HYMN:  “In Times of Great Decision”    

(Please sing to the tune of “The Church’s One Foundation”) 

In times of great decision, be with us, God, we 

pray! 

Give each of us a vision of Jesus' loving way. 

When louder words seem endless and other voices 

sure, 

Remind us of your promise: your love and truth 

endure. 

 

O God, whose gifts are countless, you send us 

bearing peace. 

You fill our dreams with justice for all 

communities. 

You give us global neighbors, that all may justly 

live. 

May those we choose as leaders reflect the life you 

give. 

 

O God, you bridged the distance; you opened wide 

your door. 

You call us by our presence to reach to serve the 

poor. 
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You teach us: Welcome strangers! Seek justice on 

the earth! 

May those we choose as leaders see every person's 

worth. 

 

You call on every nation to put aside all greed, 

To care for your creation and for your ones in need, 

To care for those in prison, for children, for the ill. 

In times of great decision, may we choose leaders 

well. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Exhortation and Invitation 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Consecration 

The Words of Institution 

Participation 

 

CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen 
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CHARGE & BENEDICTION  

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you to bear all things, believe all things, 

hope all things, endure all things, with faith, with 

hope, and above all, with love. 

  

*POSTLUDE:  “Eat This Bread”  by Jacques Berthier 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Welcome to worship on All Saints’ Day! 

Today we saints on earth join with the saints in heaven to 

sing praises around God’s throne. 

Thank you to everyone whose gifts made it possible 

for Saint Peter’s U.C.C. to fulfill our mission partner 

commitment last Saturday when we would have served at A 

Just Harvest’s Community Kitchen!  

 

We hope you all remembered to set your clocks and 

watches BACK one hour last night!  Daylight Savings Time 

returns at 2 AM Sunday, March 14th, which will also be the 

Fourth Sunday of Lent. 
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This is a Communion Sunday, and so we ask you to have 

a piece of bread, a roll, or something small like this with you, 

and a cup of wine, juice, water, coffee or something else, 

each of which will be your “bread and cup.”  As if we were 

gathered in person together, please partake of what you 

have when so prompted by Pastor Lanford.   

 

Your Worship and Music Committee met via Zoom last 

Sunday after worship.  Please read the weekly email from the 

church office and Laura Olson to learn detailed wishes and 

plans for this coming Advent  --  your voluntary participation 

is really encouraged! 

 

ALSO, if you have not read your emails from Church 

lately, please read the Quarantine Weekly Update sent last 

Tuesday, as among other things it addresses the Council’s 

plan for a tentative regathering for worship (50 persons or 

fewer at one time) on Sunday, November 29th (the First 

Sunday of Advent).  It is too long to be reprinted here.  If 

you are not on the church’s email list, please email the office 

at the address at the front of the bulletin and let us know! 

 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to 

everyone who’s been keeping us going with your donations! 

See inside front cover for details on how to donate. 
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Wreath and Poinsettia Orders - Wreath orders will be 

taken until November 6th.  See below for ordering 

information.  Or call the office if you didn't receive an order 

form. There will NOT be Poinsettia orders taken this year due 

to COVID and concerns about worship.  Instead the Women's 

Guild will buy plants to decorate the sanctuary this year.  

 

In Honor/In Memory – we’d like to honor all of you for all 

you’ve done this crazy year to hang in there with us.  See the 

insert in this bulletin or the Announcer and return it to us by 

Dec. 6th! 

 

Village Inn Fundraiser – Mark your calendars as a “no 

cook day” on November 12th and order food from Village Inn!  

Let them know you are there for our fundraiser! 

 

Ten Thousand Villages Fundraiser – November 19th we’ll 

kick off a special 48 hour shop!  A Zoom presentation with a 

rep from St. Peter’s UCC will be at the shop live, explaining 

the fundraiser and how to shop, and will feature great gift 

ideas to get your list going.  More details on this in the 

Announcer and forthcoming!  If you aren’t on our email list, 

send us a message at office@stpeteruccskokie.org so you 

don’t miss out! 

  

Next week the scheduled Lector is Olivia Altmayer.   

 

 

 

mailto:office@stpeteruccskokie.org


12 
 

Birthday shout-outs this week go to Donna Gates Rees 

and Brian Russell.  Maria and Randy Altmayer and Rich and 

Jennifer Schneider celebrate wedding anniversaries this 

week.  God bless all of you! 

 

Prayer request update:  Eric Keiser, Beth Lanford’s 

brother’s partner, was hospitalized but is feeling better and is 

back home.  Judy Paige’s knee replacement surgery was last 

Thursday; she is rehabbing at home.  Jenn S. has asked for 

prayers for the father of a colleague; Jim Samson, 86, is in 

the UK with Alzheimer’s, diabetes, heart disease, and as of 

over a week ago, COVID-19.  Her colleague’s name is Helen.  

We invite you not only to keep praying for these, but to 

always remember St. Peter’s U.C.C. in your prayers, too. 

 

The Niles Township Clergy Forum, including your Pastor, 

is planning to lead a Zoom version of our Community 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 24th 

at 7:30 PM.  Details will be forthcoming.   

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Mandy Steegmueller  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard  
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https://49ecbe22-6da8-4e70-94e0-4c3ff4953dbd.filesusr.com/ugd/3558f7_a6b263fceca2463ab5d0b8d8550d508c.pdf
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION   

 11 / 1 / 2020 

Our first reading is from the Book of Joshua, Chapter 3, verses 7 

through 17.  Our Hebrew Scriptures so far have taken us to the 

death of Moses; now the new leader Joshua directs them in crossing 

the Jordan River into the Promised Land. 

Joshua 3:7-17 

The LORD said to Joshua, "This day I will begin to exalt you in the 

sight of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I 

was with Moses.  You are the one who shall command the priests 

who bear the ark of the covenant, 'When you come to the edge of 

the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.'"  

Joshua then said to the Israelites, "Draw near and hear the words of 

the LORD your God."  Joshua said, "By this you shall know that 

among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from 

before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, 

Amorites, and Jebusites: the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all 

the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan.  So now select 

twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.  When the 
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soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the 

Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of 

the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a 

single heap."  

When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, 

the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the 

people.  Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time 

of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, 

and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of 

the water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a 

single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while 

those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were 

wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho.  

While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests who 

bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in 

the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing 

over the Jordan.  

 

 



12 
 

Matthew 23:1-12 

 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The 

scribes and Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever 

they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do 

not practice what they teach.  They tie up heavy burdens, hard to 

bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves 

are unwilling to lift a finger to move them.  They do all their deeds 

to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and 

their fringes long.  They love to have the place of honor at banquets 

and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect 

in the marketplaces and to have people call them rabbi.  But you are 

not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all 

students.  And call no one your father on earth, for you have one 

Father  --  the one in heaven.  Nor are you to be called instructors, 

for you have one instructor, the Messiah.  The greatest among you 

will be your servant.  All who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

and all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 

  




