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Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual 

Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a 

new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly 

on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast 

can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The 

Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others 

find us! 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of 

the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to 

partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational 

background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of 

juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece 

of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" 

(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but 

together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation. 

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We 

are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are 

passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a 

Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity, 

orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and 

we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, 

baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you 

are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial 

in the comments section under the video, and where you are 

watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation 

helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than 

https://www.youtube.com/user/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org/podcast
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us 

going:  

• Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-997-

2346.  

• PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying 

for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.  

• Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes 

or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St. 

Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or 

process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and 

add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the 

processing fee.  

• Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly 

throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home 

during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we 

are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and 

messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly 

announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

Our network name is:  ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass: 

UNITEDCHURCH8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://play.google.com/store?hl=en_US&gl=US
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, July 25, 2021, 10:00 AM 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

 

 

PRELUDE        “Warum sollt’ ich mich denn grämen”  

     by Johann Walther 

 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Mark Loach 

Leader:   This is the hour to bend our knees before 

God.  This is a time to offer our best to our 

Creator. 

Congregation:   We gather before God, who sees all our 

deeds.  We open our hearts to the One 

who knows all our thoughts. 

L:  Fools say in their hearts, ‘There is no God.’  

We come together, or tune in, proclaiming 

‘God is with us!’ 

about:blank
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C:   We come to be strengthened in our 

inner being.  We seek to pattern our 

actions after Jesus Christ. 

L:   God’s presence evokes our joyous worship.  

The Holy Spirit empowers our service. 

C:   To God be highest glory in the church; 

to God be endless adoration in the 

world!  Let us worship our Triune God. 

 

*RESPONSE: “I Will Sing of the Mercies”    SSB #4 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

L:   Mighty, Gentle God, You have shown us Your love and 

called us to be Your servants.  But we have made 

ourselves too busy and worried to notice.  Like Martha, 

we have been anxious about much that we cannot 

control, and we have forgotten You. 

C:   We have been worried about what other people 

think of us, and we have missed the point of 

Your care.  We resent the Marys who act freely, 

trusting in Your grace.  We are angered by 

people whose service draws attention away from 

us.  

L:  Forgive us, God, that we have worried over the wrong 

things. 

ALL:   Free us, body and soul, for Your service of love 

and grace.  In the majestic name of Jesus Christ 

we pray.  Amen. 

 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news: in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus, we learn that God’s love has no bounds.  In Christ we 

are forgiven and are empowered to begin anew in lives led 

by the Spirit!  In laying hold of this great good news, let the 

whole church say . . .       

ALL:  Alleluia!  Amen.  
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*HYMN:     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  #272 (vv. 1-3) 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                 

The Epistle: Ephesians 3:14-21 

Gospel: John 6:1-21 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION “Guds Kärlek” by Lars Åke Lundberg 

 

PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS  

  Led by the Rev. Blair Hull 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil;  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

And the glory forever.  Amen 

 

SERMON:  “God’s Abundant Presence” 
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*HYMN:    “Our God, We Sing and Celebrate” 

(Sing to the tune of “Arise, the Kingdom is at Hand”) 

 

Our God, we sing and celebrate! Your grace to us is 

clear! 

For we recall your faithful love for all your people 

here. 

We've worked together, yet we know it's not the 

things we've done, 

But you, who give us life and hope in sending us your 

Son. 

 

Lord Jesus, in this broken world, you teach us how to 

heal, 

And in a world where pride abounds, you call your 

church to kneel. 

Amid the hate, we're called to love; amid the fear, to 

pray. 

You call us to live differently; transform us every day! 

 

You give us gifts to be your church; we follow as you 

call. 

Here some are teachers, others preach, to speak your 

truth to all. 

Some reach to help the sick and poor, while some are 

called to lead; 

Yet by your Spirit, we are one, in word, in prayer, in 

deed! 
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How easy to look back and see your graceful, constant 

care, 

And yet we're called to look ahead, to grow, to serve, 

to dare! 

What is your will in this new day? God, help us pray 

and search, 

For as we seek to walk with you, we are your faithful 

church. 

(Text: Copyright © 1999 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used by 

permission as Pastor Lanford owns her book which this is in: 

Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today’s Worship) 

 

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

*POSTLUDE:  “ Pavana Lachrimae” 

   by Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship! Welcome! This morning [evening] may 

Christ “dwell in your hearts through faith,” and may you “grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ” 

(Ephesians 3:17-18, NIV). 

We extend a special welcome to our Guest Preacher and 

worship leader the Rev. Blair Hull!  Currently a Skokie 

resident, Rev. Hull was ordained in the Chicago Metropolitan 

Association of the United Church of Christ over 25 years ago; she 

has served churches in Deerfield, California, Whitewater, WI and 

elsewhere.  She and our Pastor have known each other through 

the CMA and our Cluster #1 since before she was ordained.  

Welcome!  She is also preaching and celebrating Communion with 

us next Sunday, August 1st. 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church!  They too are a very big part of our ability to remain here 

for you and our community. 

Having birthdays this week are Alice Schaller, Ryan Miller and 

Ralph Burmeister.  May God bless all these! 

Today is the Village Inn Fundraiser Sunday!  Go to dine-in, 

order carry-out, or have an order delivered, and if you specified 

“this is with the St. Peter’s UCC fundraiser,” Village Inn will later 

send us 20% of all the proceeds of all such orders made today.   

On August 8th, Marlene Russell is planning to host our first 

post-COVID coffee hour downstairs in celebration of her 

and Carol Burmeister’s 85th birthdays!  Please plan to join in. 
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Fundraising Committee Zoom Meeting August 3rd at 7 PM.  

Please plan to join and find out where best you can help! Join 

Zoom Meeting: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87555075033?pwd=cnJQWk53VVZaTnl

5cVk3Q0J6NUo4UT09; Meeting ID: 875 5507 5033; Passcode: 

657480.  Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)- 

Meeting ID: 875 5507 5033, Passcode: 657480 

Also planned for August 8th is a Service of Healing 

incorporated into our Sunday worship.  This service is taken 

right from the Book of Worship of the United Church of Christ and 

for those who come forward, either for themselves or for someone 

else, there will be an anointing of oil on the forehead and the 

laying on of hands from Rev. Lanford.   

Rummage Sorting Openers for this upcoming week are:  

Monday 7/26- 6:30-8:30 Kathy; Wednesday 7/28 - 6:30-8:30 Beth 

S.; Friday 7/30 - 10-Noon Annie. 

Pastor’s “The Redheaded Preacher,” can be found 

anywhere you listen to podcasts!  Filled with prayer, thoughts, 

Sunday’s scripture reading and sermon, this podcast is a great way 

to reinforce what you’re learning weekly, and help you pass the 

time when doing chores, or walking, or taking a drive.  If people 

don’t have time to sit before a screen for most of an hour, the 

podcast gives you the Scriptures by the lector and message.  

Check it out!  

Big thank you to the counters for getting things back on 

track this last week!  We appreciate all you do! 

According to our schedule the Lay liturgist / Lector next Sunday is 

Karen Christianson.    

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87555075033?pwd=cnJQWk53VVZaTnl5cVk3Q0J6NUo4UT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87555075033?pwd=cnJQWk53VVZaTnl5cVk3Q0J6NUo4UT09
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Our worship service on Sunday, August 29th will be held at 

Lorel Park due to the Back Lot Bash taking over the 

adjacent parking lot and any Laramie Avenue parking.  

That service will not be live-streamed but it will be recorded, 

uploaded to our YouTube channel, and available for enjoined 

worship on-line later. 

Today’s Call to Worship, (and Call to Confession for Mark’s worship 

leadership) is reprinted by permission of United Church Press from 

Led by Love by Lavon Bayler.  Copyright 1996 by United Church 

Press.  Our Prayer of Confession is reprinted by permission from 

the publisher from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. 

Tirabassi. Copyright 1990 by The Pilgrim Press; revised edition 

copyright 2012 Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Chad McCoy  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION 

July 25, 2021 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21  

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth takes its name.  I pray that, according to 

the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in 

your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 

grounded in love.  I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 

with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of God.  Now to him who by the 

power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imagine,  

 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

John 6:1-22  

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called 

the Sea of Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they 

saw the signs that he was doing for the sick.  Jesus went up the 

mountain and sat down there with his disciples.  

Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.  When he looked 

up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 

"Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?"  He said this to 

test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.  Philip 

answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for 

each of them to get a little."  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 

Peter's brother, said to him, "There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?"  
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Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great deal of 

grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all.  Then 

Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 

them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 

wanted.  When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up 

the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost."  So they gathered 

them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those 

who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  When the people saw the 

sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet 

who is to come into the world."  

 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by 

force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a 

boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 

Jesus had not yet come to them.  The sea became rough because a 

strong wind was blowing.  When they had rowed about three or four 

miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, 

and they were terrified.  But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."  

Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 

reached the land toward which they were going. 

 

 


