
Upcoming Events 

Virtual Worship Services –     

Sundays 10 AM on Youtube 

Rummage Sale – Sept 25 & 

26 

Village Inn Fundraiser – Sept. 

27th 

Drive Through Pet Blessing – 

Oct. 18th (rain date Oct. 25th) 

The 

Announcer 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

St. Peter’ United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Ave.  Skokie, IL 60077 

From the Minister’s Desk 

 Welcome to our revised streamlined September Announcer!  I hope you will be 
glad to be back in touch with the church in this longstanding way.   

 I have been thinking a while about ways we can find ourselves in the Bible story.  It 
can be as easy as identifying with someone in one of Christ’s parables, or healing 
miracles.  It can happen when you perceive a strong parallel between events in the 
Bible and what’s going on with the church, the nation, or the human race.  
Sometimes themes do the work for us. 

 One theme we know in the Scriptures is that of being in the wilderness.  Surely 
you, I and the church as well as large parts of the world dealing with COVID, 
unemployment, the climate crisis and race relations might see themselves / 
ourselves in a wilderness. 

 So, if you think we are in a wilderness, would it be more like the Hebrew ex-slaves 
wandering in the desert, ultimately for 40 years?  They did benefit from the servant 
leadership of Moses, Aaron, Miriam and some elders.  It was a horrible but defining 
experience.  What it did though was prepare them for the next stage in their 
journey: taking the Promised Land and slowly becoming a people called Israel.  The 
wilderness is a place of preparation, for those with eyes to see. 

 Or do you think our wilderness is more like Jesus in the desert being tempted by 
the Devil for 40 days and nights?  In this season we are in a time of temptation, 
testing, choice-making, that changes who we are and where we are headed?  I do 
need to say that Jesus, too, emerged from His hungry, hard desert sojourn ready for 
the next stage  --  ready to begin His public ministry and take on all adversaries.  His 
desert, too, created readiness for the future. 

 I hope we will all find God’s silver lining beyond this time of wandering and being 
tested, after we come through by the grace of God.  Keep the faith!   

Rev. Richard Lanford 

By Reverend Richard Lanford 
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Rummage Sale 2020: Adapted for 

COVID-19 Safety 

How and When to Shop - The Rummage Sale will take place on the originally scheduled days, September 25-26, 9am-
3pm. Entrance will be by appointment only. Appointments will be scheduled for 2-hour time slots, for 10 people each 
slot. More dates may be added as needed. These time slots are primarily for those outside the church who want to 
attend the sale. On the official sale days, entrance will be through the Laramie Door only. Everyone with an 
appointment will be checked in – they will have their temperature checked, will be required to use hand sanitizer on 
their way in, and to wear a face covering over their mouth and nose while inside the building. We will have direction 
arrows on the floor for the aisles to assure physical distancing, and exit will be out the stairway door of the gym on the 
parking lot side. Church members are welcome to shop in person any time after September 15th using the honor 
system. Members are welcome to bring their friends and family as long as they stay with them while they’re in the 
building. Members who have keys can enter the building at any time following the safety protocols in place (wash 
hands upon entering, wear your mask, sanitize high touch surfaces before you leave). Members who do not have keys 
can schedule a time with Annie Noorts to shop. For your own safety, please do not enter the building alone. There is 
safety in numbers!  Sign up to shop: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4dafab29a0fb6-annual 

Pricing and Paying - The majority of the items will not be priced. Most will be listed on the price sheet. There might be a 
few that require people to “make an offer.” While we are looking to make money, we are also looking to keep it 
inexpensive for people, and to get things into the hands of those who need them. There will be price sheets and 
payment cards on a table in the front of the gym. All rummage items will be in the gym (not the Memorial Room). You 
will be asked to write down how much you owe, and then pay by the week of the sale. Along with paying by cash and 
check, we are now able to offer people to opportunity to pay by credit card using the new pay-by-text app that has 
been set up.  

Donating Rummage - The last day for donations is September 13th. We are leaving items that are donated to sit for a 
week to be sure there is no virus on any surfaces that we touch. Currently, all donations should be left in the lobby. 
Please put a date of donation on items you drop off. Reminder – we are not accepting furniture, TVs or computer 
monitors.   

Sorting and Staffing the Sale (Church Members and Volunteers)- We are continuing to sort rummage on Tuesday and 
Wednesday 6:30-8:30. Everyone is asked to wash hands or use hand sanitizer upon entering, wear a face covering 
while in the building, and do their best to physically distance from others. While sorting, we are pulling out any high 
value and new items to be sold online or saved for future sales. When sorting the clothes, we’re asking individuals to 
pull out items that are not salable due to rips or stains. These we are able to recycle. Items that we don’t usually put 
out, like t-shirts with logos, can be bagged up to go to Savers when we have the FUNDrive.  For the sale days, we will 
need 5-6 workers for each shift, 2 cashiers, 1-2 at the jewelry table and 1-2 floaters. More helpers are always welcome! 
(more if possible). A volunteer sign-up sheet will be coming soon. Link to volunteer day of sale: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094ca8ab2fa5f85-rummage 

Bake Sale - We are not having a bake sale with the rummage sale this year. We have plans for a “bakeless bake sale” in 
the future. Watch for details after the rummage sale. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4dafab29a0fb6-annual
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094ca8ab2fa5f85-rummage
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 The Announcer 

“To catch the reader’s attention, 
place an interesting sentence or 
quote from the story here.” 

Church News 

 Village Inn Fundraiser Sunday September 27, 2020 – Carryout, Delivery or call ahead and enjoy their outdoor 
seating, but reserve this date and help us and the Village Inn by ordering!  All you have to do is mention St. 
Peter’s UCC Fundraiser to your server when ordering.  We’re all sick of cooking, this is a great break from that! 

 Pet Blessing, October 18 (rain date October 25) - Marcia has already been thinking of an alternate format for 
this event. The hope is that we can do a drive thru Pet Blessing in the Village Parking lot next door. People will 
be invited to drive in with their pet(s), receive a physically distanced blessing from Pastor and a goodie bag. 
The raffle for this event will be online, tickets will be sold in advance and day of the event. Farmer’s Market is 
set up in that parking lot, but ends by 1:00 so it will not conflict. Marcia Hilliard is going to contact the village to 
see if we can use the parking lot for this event. 

 2020 Mid-year Council Report went out in an email and postal mail to those on our lists last week.  Contact the 
office if you did not receive a copy.  There are also several copies by the lobby/gym doors. 

 Communications Committee. Our newly-formed committee met last month!  This is the first result of our 
efforts.  Please send us any feedback on our new formats and anything else you might want to let us know! 

 We have postponed our Holiday Craft Fair scheduled for this November to 2021. 

 We are allowing a small amount of people to attend our Saturday worship tapings.  If you’d like to attend 
contact the office early in the week prior. 

 Thank you to everyone who donated to A Just Harvest in lieu of cooking or serving. 

 Pastor is starting a New Members/Seekers Class. Some people have approached Pastor with an interest in 
learning more about membership to St. Peters’ UCC. If you are also interested, please reach out to Pastor 
directly so he can schedule a class. 

 New TEXT TO GIVE option. Text the amount you want to give to 844-977-2346. If it is the first time you’ve done 
it, you’ll get a text back with a link to fill out your Credit Card info on. After you do that, you don’t have to do it 
the next time … simply send a new text message to the same number, and you’ll get a reply confirming your 
donation.   

 A new flat screen television has been purchased and will be installed with a wall-mount bracket in the Memorial 
Room. We are getting rid of the big floor TV. If anyone is interested in it please contact Peter Svenson. 

 We have have installed a new eufy video doorbell at the Laramie door – now even during worship we can see if 
someone is at that entrance door. Also we have new signage from Chip Uchtman on all four entrances. 

 Chicago Rocks and Minerals Society will be holding a board meeting in September in our Memorial Room. The 
date is still to be determined, but CRMS will let us know before they do it, and their Board members (less than 
10 people) will observe safety protocols while in the building.  
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GRADUATIONS, NEW SCHOOLS & ACHEIVEMENTS and QUARANTINE 

UPDATES WANTED! 

We want to hear your news!  Send us your graduates, award-winners and new adventures.  Or, 
just send us an update on how you are handling COVID-19.  Send information (AND PICTURES) to 
our email:  office@stpeteruccskokie.org OR Call the office and leave a message and we’ll feature 
your information in our next newsletter! 

 

St. Peter’s UCC 

Women’s Guild Update 

The Women's Guild Board met on Wed. August 5 at 1:30 
at Pres Barb Todd's house. We needed to catch up on 
things and make some tentative plans for the future, 
uncertain as it is. The Guild Yearbook is done for the 
coming year and is being mailed out this month. Get 
Well and Birthday cards have been sent to many 
members. Of course, we did not hold our picnic meeting 
in June at the Todds, nor have we met since March. No 
firm decision has been made on the Sept. Meeting - 
more information will follow. Many events are either 
canceled or delayed: the Dedicated Offering will be 
postponed until Next year, but the Thank Offering will 
be mailed in October. The Rummage Sale will go on in 
Sept. on a limited basis, but there will be no Bake Sale. 
Blanket Sunday Offering will be postponed until later 
and, as of now, there will be no Oktoberfest Dinner.  

More decisions on opening up the building will be made 
at the Sept. Council Meeting. The kitchen has remained 
reasonably clean, since our Clean-Up in March because 
it hasn't been used very much! We hope everyone stays 
well - we just have to be patient and we will get back on 
schedule.  

Barbara Todd President 

mailto:office@stpeteruccskokie.org
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BUDGET BLURB FROM THE BOARD OF 
FINANCE: 

Budget Blurb for 2nd Quarter 

- 2020 

Total Income $79,673.48 

Expenses $80,265.68 

Gains or 
Losses 

($592.20) 

 

Budget Blurb through July - 

2020 

Total Income $88,842.08 

Expenses* $94,198.49 

Gains or 
Losses 

($5,356.41) 

*July had 3 pay days in it 

Keep in Touch with our 

new Email Group! 

St. Peter's UCC Members and Friends is a private email group 
created with the purpose of increasing support and friendly 
conversation. Don’t we all need that these days? The group email 
service is a way to send news and receive support from your St. 
Peter’s family. 

It is easy to use and comes with no ads or tracking. The only 
drawback is that you must subscribe! If you haven’t recently 
received an invitation to join, you can head over to 
https://groups.io/g/stpeteruccfriends and click the blue subscribe 
button at the bottom of the page. 

If you are already subscribed, remember, you can reach your St. 
Peter’s friends by simply addressing your email to 
stpeteruccfriends@groups.io. You can also respond to any email 
sent to the group—you will see [stpeteruccfriends] in the email 
message. (You may want to change the subject line to start a new 
conversation thread.) When you send a message to 
stpeteruccfriends@groups.io your message goes to everyone 
subscribed, currently about 30 members of your church family.  

The St. Peter’s UCC Members and Friends email group is not 
meant to replace communications from Pastor or Laura or for 
official church business. Rather, it exists so you can reach out, 
member-to-members, in caring fellowship. Subscribe and drop a 
note to stpeteruccfriends@groups.io and let everyone know how 
you are doing. Your friends want to hear from you! 

BY PEGGY REINS 

https;//groups.io/g/stpeteruccfriends


 
 

 

 

   
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & PRAYER REQUESTS               

SEPTEMBER: BIRTHDAYS      ANNIVERSARIES 
9/2 – Bill Schaller, Ursula Dworak                           9/3– Anthony & Jennifer (Mau) Gemignani   
9/8 – Isabella Aguayo                         9/11 – Roy & Wendy Svenson 
9/9 – Jackie Johnson     9/18 – Dave & Jackie (Meyer) Rosenthal 
9/10 - Nathan Paige, Kylie Sykes   9/29 -  Jeffery & Kathy Issel 
9/11– Isabella Mau Gemignani 
9/12 – Judy Williford 
9/18 – Errol Mitchell  
9/19 – Dylan Kahn  
9/20 – Megan Caras, Ryan Puckett            
9/25 – Amanda Steegmueller 
9/27 – Beth Sterba 
9/29– Anna Garcia Deters 
9/30 – Maya Martinek  
 

OCTOBER: BIRTHDAYS       ANNIVERSARIES  
10/1 – Nicole Miller, Lucy Rees        10/1 - Richard & Amanda Steegmueller 
10/3 – Doug Johnson             10/4 – Peggy & Chad McCoy 
10/4 – Gretchen Sterba    10/9 – Laura & Paul Medaglia  
10/7 – Winfield Meggs    10/12 – Steven & Megan Caras  
10/10 – Gabriel Banoyo                10/28 – Darrell Kerbel & Kathy Zipperer 
10/11 – Jillian Caras 
10/21 – Shawna Taheny-Frenzel              
10/25 – Ryan Loach           
10/27 – Sean Loach 
10/28 – Dorothy Panzke, Rich Suckow 
10/31 – Mark Aler               
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  Ingrid Anderson, Guy and 

Traudel Cline, Pat Mauer Erdman, Linda Haig, 

Ken Itter, Richard Lindroth, Helen Mauer, Jim 

Todd, Roy Svenson & Christy Lopez. 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRONTLINE WORKERS 

INCLUDING:  Jennifer Castillo, Maribel Powers, 

Angela Washek Kuras and now also Barb and 

Jim Todd’s granddaughter Kathryn Camardo, 

all of whom are serving in hospitals as nurses or 

anesthesiologists, including work with COVID 

patients, and their families. Cristy Lopez, Merle 

Tilos and Charlie Rasmason are also health care 

workers. 

If you see your name listed and would like it 

removed, or, someone you know should be 

added, please contact the office. 

 

 


