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Welcome to St Peter's UCC Virtual Worship 

Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a new 

service at 10am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly 

of the scripture readings and sermon. 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday 

of the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God 

to partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of 

denominational background. To participate from home, please 

have a small cup of juice, wine, or other beverage you are 

comfortable with, and a piece of bread with you. When Rev. 

Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" (and "drink"), then we 

will all do so - physically separated, but together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming 

congregation. We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for 

over 152 years. We are a part of the United Church of Christ, 

which means we are passionate about our faith and open in 

our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, 

regardless of gender identity, orientation, race, status, or 

physical or mental ability, and we welcome all people to 

share worship, marriage, baptism, funeral, and fellowship with 

us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If 

you are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and 

last initial in the comments section under the video, and where 

you are watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have two online options for giving, and your 

donation helps support our church and its various ministries. 

Now more than ever, every contribution (large or small) is 

important to keep us going. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9RSRiqqbqUM8Z2GD3uVOPw
https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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● For one-time donations, go 

to PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying 

for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St 

Peters. 

● For regular giving, download the Vanco GIVE+ app 

from iTunes or Google Play, put in the church's zip 

code 60077 and select St. Peter's from the drop 

down. Set up an account with a password (or process 

as a guest, that is also an option), select your donation 

frequency, amount, and add payment info. There is also 

an option here to offset the processing fee. 

You can still mail in a check, if that is easiest for you. We are 

collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly throughout the 

week. 

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from 

home during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a 

voicemail, we are picking up messages regularly while we are 

not in the building. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

for daily updates and messages, and check our website for 

additional details, weekly announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com     

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com 

  

https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://play.google.com/store?hl=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie/
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 10:00 AM 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

  

PRELUDE:              “St. Elizabeth”  arr. Robert Thomspon                          

 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS  

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader:   We have been called to walk the faithful 

road and to choose the way of God’s 

justice. 

Congregation: We tune in because we believe 

strongly that our God is good, and 

that we live in that goodness.  We 

gather in spirit to proclaim our faith 

and to seek direction along this 

faith journey.  

L:   Come together in spirit, then, to be God’s 

people.  Follow Christ and listen for the 

https://www.stpeteruccskokie.org
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good things that God has done. Rise up 

in praise and thanksgiving! 

C:   We will share with others the 

goodness that we have found in 

God.  May our lives be an expression 

of that grace! 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

We have promised to live as Your people, God. 

Yet we confess that we fail You and one another. 

As the body of Christ,  

We are often disjointed and clumsy. 

We do not work together as one to Your glory. 

We refuse Your cry for help 

In the voices of the poor and hungry. 

We have not been faithful to the trust  

You have placed in us. 

Merciful God, 

Receive us as we are, and forgive us. 

Encourage us with Your love, 

That we may commit ourselves anew to live 

As those who belong to You; 

Through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Hear the good news: in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus, we learn that God’s love has no bounds.  In Christ 

we are forgiven and are empowered to begin anew in lives 

led by the Spirit!  In laying hold of this great good news, 

let the whole church say . . . 

 

All:  Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

*HYMN:  “For the Beauty of the Earth”  # 12 (vv. 1, 3, 4) 

news:in
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  WORDS ABOUT OFFERING 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Mandy Steegmueller 

 Gospel:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION:   “Tallis Canon”  

    arr. Charles Callahan 

 

EPISTLE:  Romans 8: 26-39 

 

SERMON        The Rev. Catherine Watkins 

 

*HYMN    “To What Can the Kingdom of God Be Compared” 

(Sing to the hymn tune of “TO GOD BE THE GLORY”) 

To what can the kingdom of God be compared? 

A mustard seed falls where a field's been prepared, 

And there, where predictable plantings should be, 

There grows up a wild bush — as big as a tree! 

God of love, here on earth, hidden things still 

surprise: 

Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-

filled lives. 

Your reign is amazing, your ways still astound, 

Just like that new life springing forth from the 

ground. 

 

A small bit of leaven will change the whole bread: 

A poor woman sees that her neighbors are fed, 

A church reaches out to the youth in the town, 

A man shares his faith and God's blessings abound. 
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God of love, here on earth, hidden things still 

surprise: 

Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-

filled lives. 

Your reign is among us, creation is blessed, 

When even a few faithful lives change the rest. 

 

While some look for treasure or one priceless pearl, 

God's reign is the gift wise ones seek in this world. 

A girl sells possessions to help those in need; 

A boy chooses faithfulness rather than greed. 

God of love, here on earth, hidden things still 

surprise: 

Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-

filled lives. 

Your reign is a treasure that wise ones pursue; 

May we seek your kingdom in all that we do. 

 

Text: Copyright © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used 

by permission. 
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PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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*HYMN:  “We are Marching in the Light of God”   SSB #26 
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*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 

*POSTLUDE:  “Siyahamba”   

                                        Traditional South African Melody  

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Welcome, dear friends. Because nothing can 

“separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Romans 8:39), we have gathered to respond in worship and 

praise. 

We welcome the Rev. Catherine Watkins to our 

lectern / pulpit!  A member of the First Congregational 

Church (U.C.C.), Evanston, she serves with and for those 

living with mental health challenges.  Pastor knows her from  

CMA Cluster 1 and is glad she is available to bless us today! 

 

For Sunday, August 2nd, the Lector / lay liturgist will be 

Annie Noorts, working in tandem with our guest preacher and 

Communion celebrant, the Rev. Brittany Caine-Conley of the 

Night Ministry!  Remember to have Communion elements 

ready when the service starts so you don’t have to scurry 

away and miss something. 

 

The Church Council met last Sunday after virtual worship and 

made this decision on regathering: “The strong consensus, 

and then the official vote, was in favor of NOT 

returning to in person worship at this time. We will 
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NOT be gathering in person on August 9 or the following 

Sunday either. We will continue to provide worship via 

YouTube, and record the services on Saturdays. We do not 

anticipate gathering at St. Peter’s for worship before 

September, and the likelihood of gathering in person for 

worship will not happen until later in the fall. We endeavor to 

remain flexible, and monitor this global health crisis, with an 

eye to the needs of our members and the ministries we 

support.” 

 

Our plans to shift to live-streaming worship when we 

are back in-person is still our hope but we are increasingly 

aware of its requirements, including 2 or 3 persons to 

manage the equipment weekly, and upgrades to certain 

things that could be pretty expensive.  We will keep you 

posted. 

 

HOSPITALIZED:  June Peterson is now at Bella Serra for 

physical therapy and care (not Oakton Pavilion, where she 

had been before suffering a major gash in her thigh there, 

requiring 20 some stitches).  Please keep her in your prayers!  

Beth Lanford’s brother Dan’s partner Eric is now in a physical 

therapy / rehab place in Texas and Ginger’s friend Marty is at 

Wesley Place but still has BP and oxygen issues.  Please hold 

them up too. 

 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church.  No amount is too small!  As we said in the opening 

announcements, you can support our work (and thus, your 

work too) by mailing in a check, signing up for electronic 
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giving, or using PayPal as indicated, with links, on the first 

main page of announcements.  Depending on how you set up 

your PayPal account, you can arrange to pay whatever 

transaction fee there is yourself, or, that it will be included in 

your donation and deducted before it hits St. Peter’s account 

(so St. Peter’s, in effect, pays it).  Thank you very much for 

giving!   

 

Thanks to everyone who took delivery, carry-out, or 

dined-outdoors at Skokie’s Village Inn last Thursday in 

our fundraiser there! 

 

Pastor wants to hold a “New Members / Seekers 

Class” over Zoom before (or during) the end of the summer.  

If you are interested in participating, and perhaps later join 

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, please contact him soon!   

 

The “White Privilege: Let’s Talk” study and discussion 

continues for one more session this coming Wednesday the 

29th at 6:30 PM. 

 

Rummage Sorting is happening!  It is Tuesday and 

Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.   

 

Having birthdays this week are Alice Schaller, Ryan Miller, 

Ralph Burmeister and Linda Haig.  Blessings upon you on 

your birth-anniversary days! 

 

Pastor Richard returns from vacation Wednesday, 

August 5th.  He is taking Tuesday the 4th as a day off.  If 
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pastoral services are needed or desired while he is away, 

contact Laura Olson, Jenn Schneider or Judy Paige.  They 

have the contact info for some pastors who are willing to be 

contacted in emergencies while he’s gone. 

   

Today’s call to worship is reprinted by permission of the 

publisher from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren 

C. Tirabassi. Copyright 1990 by The Pilgrim Press. Copyright 

2012 Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi.  It is a revised 

edition.  The prayer of confession is reprinted from The Book 

of Worship of the United Church of Christ, published by our 

Office for Church Life and Leadership, 1986. 

  

Pastor’s podcasts The Redheaded Preacher, is 

available online anytime by clicking this link: 

https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219. Each week 

we record Pastor’s sermon and the scripture readings.  Great 

for walks while you stay safe! If people don’t have time to sit 

before a screen for most of an hour, the podcast gives you 

the Scriptures by the lector and message.  If people don’t 

have time to sit before a screen for most of an hour, the 

podcast gives you the Scriptures by the lector and message. 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Mandy Steegmueller  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard  

https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION   

 July 26, 2020 

MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 

 Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 

field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 

the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 

come and make nests in its branches." 

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until 

all of it was leavened." 

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field. 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 

sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 

bad.  So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 
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and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

"Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes."  And he 

said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 

kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out 

of his treasure what is new and what is old." 

ROMANS 8:26-39 

 "Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 

know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 

sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 

saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose.  For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  

And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 

called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up 

for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
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Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 

justifies.  Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 

was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 

for us.   

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we 

are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us.   For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord." 

 

 


